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Unit 1: Sample Argument Essay 2020 (25 minutes to write; 7 Rubric points; 55% of total score) 
	

Develop an argument that assesses the relationship between democratic consolidation and political legitimacy.  

Use the following course concept in your response:  

- Rule of Law  

In your response, you should do the following: 

 Respond to the prompt with a defensible claim or thesis that establishes a line of reasoning using the provided course 
concept. 

Support your claim with at least TWO pieces of specific and relevant evidence from one or more of these countries 
(Mexico, Nigeria, Russia, United Kingdom.) The evidence should be relevant to the provided course concept. 

Use reasoning to explain why your evidence supports your claim or thesis, using the provided course concept. 
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APCompGov2020	FRQs	Unit	1	
 
Unit 1 Sample Quantitative Analysis FRQ 2020 (15 minutes to write; 45% of total score) 
	

A.) Explain	how	a	data	trend	in	the	table	
relates	to	political	stability	in	Nigeria.	
	
	

B.) Using	the	data	in	the	table,	draw	a	
conclusion	about	the	relationship	
between	HDI	and	GDP	per	capita.	

 

C.) Explain	how	data	in	the	table	relates	
to	the	welfare	state	in	the	United	
Kingdom.	
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Unit 1 Example Argument Essay 2020 (25 minutes to write; 7 Rubric points; 55% of total score) 
	
Claim+Reason 
 
While rule by law is a characteristic of democratic consolidation with laws that apply to all citizens equally, a regime’s 
political legitimacy is not dependent on the regime’s democratic consolidation because Russia showed that as its regime 
veered away from a rule by law system, the regime’s political legitimacy increased with Putin’s move toward 
authoritarianism. Political legitimacy is not dependent on the regime’s democratic consolidation because a regime can 
build political legitimacy even in more authoritarian ways such as by using nationalism. 
 
Evidence+Reason it supports my claim (1) 
 
Democratic consolidation can include a rule by law system where laws apply to all citizens equally, but a regime’s political 
legitimacy is not dependent on the regime’s democratic consolidation because Russia’s regime moved away from rule by 
law but the regime’s political legitimacy increased as Putin’s control over media increased. When Putin came to power, 
courts in Russia were quickly used to target oligarchs who opposed Putin’s leadership. This use of rule by law (instead of 
rule of law) helped Putin’s government gain control of private broadcast media outlets that reversed democratic 
consolidation of the previous government that had allowed more free speech and press liberties. So democratic 
consolidation was not needed to build political legitimacy in Russia because Putin’s more authoritarian control of 
broadcast network helped build citizen belief in the government’s right to rule since citizens then exclusively  saw positive 
coverage of the government on government controlled broadcast media.  
 
Evidence+Reason it supports my claim (2) 
 
A regime’s democratic consolidation is not needed to build political legitimacy because Russia’s invasion of Crimea showed 
that a regime can build political legitimacy in more authoritarian ways such as by using nationalism. Putin did not need to 
incorporate a rule of law system to build the regime’s political legitimacy in Russia. After Russia’s 2014 invasion and 
seizure of Crimea from Ukraine, Putin effectively used nationalism to build his public support and diminish the support of 
his government’s critics. Thus, Russia’s regime built political legitimacy with more citizens believing in the government’s 
right to rule because of Putin’s use of nationalism instead of democratic consolidation.  
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Unit 1 Sample Quantitative Analysis FRQ 2020 (15 minutes to write; 45% of total score) 
 
A.)  
A data trend that relates to political stability in Nigeria is that (of the countries listed) Nigeria has the lowest HDI score, the 
second highest income inequality score and —by far— the lowest per capita GDP. The data trend for Nigeria relates to 
political stability because the trend indicates that Nigeria has significant concentration of income in a small group of 
wealthy citizens (GINI 43) with a relatively small GDP compared to its population size ($2,028) and poor scores related to 
HDI (.530) that includes life expectancy and literacy rates. This trend of data relates to political stability in Nigeria because 
the data indicates the government of Nigeria faces enormous challenges to create policies that extend life expectancy and 
educational opportunities with a small group of wealthy citizens and a relatively small GDP compared to its population 
size.  
 
B.)  
Based on the data in the table, a conclusion about the relationship between HDI and GDP per capita is that the countries 
with the highest GDP per capita have the best scores for the Human Development Index. The United Kingdom ($42,993) 
and Russia ($11,288) have the highest GDP per capita of the countries listed and also have the top HDI scores (UK .920 + 
Russia .815) of the countries listed. A larger economy compared with population size could result in higher HDI scores 
because a country with a larger economy compared with population size could be investing in health care and education 
systems that result in longer life expectancy and higher literacy rates which would be reflected in higher HDI scores. 
 
C.)  
The data in the table relates to the welfare state in the United Kingdom because the United Kingdom’s HDI score (.920) is 
the highest of the countries listed as the UK’s government has invested significant funds to building a National Health 
Service and public education system that all citizens has access to. The government managing the health care industry and 
public education system are parts of the UK’s welfare state that results in higher life expectancy and literacy rates that 
cause the UK to have a relative high HDI score of .920.  
Also, the UK has the lowest GINI (34.8) of the countries listed which could relate to its welfare state because this income 
inequality might be relatively low due to higher taxes on its affluent citizens and the government using this tax revenue to 
build and sustain the UK’s welfare state programs. 
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Unit 2: Sample Argument Essay 2020 (25 minutes to write; 7 Rubric points; 55% of total score) 
	

Develop an argument that assesses the effectiveness of executive term limits on constraining an executive 
branch’s power. 

Use the following course concept in your response:  

- Authoritarian regime 

In your response, you should do the following: 

 Respond to the prompt with a defensible claim or thesis that establishes a line of reasoning using the provided course 
concept. 

Support your claim with at least TWO pieces of specific and relevant evidence from one or more of these countries 
(China, Iran, Mexico, Nigeria, Russia, United Kingdom.) The evidence should be relevant to the provided course 
concept. 

Use reasoning to explain why your evidence supports your claim or thesis, using the provided course concept. 
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Unit 2 Sample Quantitative Analysis FRQ 2020  (15 minutes to write; 45% of total score) 
	

A.) Explain	how	a	pattern	of	the	
information	in	the	table	relates	to	
democratization	in	the	United	Kingdom.	
	

B.) Using	the	data	in	the	table,	draw	a	
conclusion	about	executive	roles	in	
authoritarian	regimes.	

 

C.) Explain	how	information	in	the	table	
relates	to	the	parliamentary-	hybrid	
system	in	Russia.	
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Unit 2 Sample Argument Essay 2020 (25 minutes to write; 7 Rubric points; 55% of total score) 
	
Claim+Reason 
 
Executive term limits have limited effect on constraining an executive branch’s power because an executive branch can still 
be considered an authoritarian regime even with different executive leaders in charge. Just because a government imposes 
strict limits on executive terms does not prevent an executive branch from growing in power and does not prevent 
authoritarianism. 
 
Evidence+Reason it supports my claim (1) 
 
Mexico is an example of a system that imposed strict executive term limits on their presidents, but this type of strict term 
limit had limited effect in constraining the executive branch’s power because Mexico’s presidency still grew in power and 
was considered to be an authoritarian regime controlled by different people of the same party. Mexico’s constitution has 
always mandated presidents serve no more than 1 six-year term as president —the sexeñio. All of Mexico’s presidents 
adhered to this mandate. The power of Mexico’s executive branch still grew which demonstrates that executive term limits 
had limited effect in constraining an executive branch’s power. While executive term limits did not prevent Mexico from 
being classified as an authoritarian regime, elections that caused PRI to lose to its rival parties did help move Mexico 
toward being classified more as a democratic regime.  
 
Evidence+Reason it supports my claim (2) 
 
Russia is another example of a system that has executive term limits on their presidents. Like Mexico, Russia’s term limits 
have not been an effective constraint on their executive branch’s power because Russia’s executive branch still grew in 
power becoming more like an authoritarian regime despite leaders following the term limit rules. Russia’s constitution 
limits a president to two consecutive terms in office. All of Russia’s presidents adhered to the term limit rules, but the 
power of Russia’s executive branch has still grown which demonstrates that executive term limits do not effectively 
constrain an executive branch’s power. Russia has actually moved toward being more of an authoritarian regime despite 
its presidents following the constitution’s term limit rules.  
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Unit 2 Sample Quantitative Analysis FRQ 2020 (15 minutes to write; 45% of total score) 
 
A.)  
A pattern of information in the table that relates to democratization in the United Kingdom is that the UK’s head of 
government is their defacto commander in chief while in all other countries, the head of state is the commander in chief in 
those governing systems. The UK’s head of government (Prime Minister Boris Johnson) being the defacto commander in 
chief indicates democratization in the UK because it means the official in charge of final military policy decisions in the UK 
is an official elected by the people rather than the unelected head of state (Queen Elizabeth II.) 
 
B.)  
Based on the information in the table, a conclusion that can be drawn about executive roles in authoritarian regimes is that 
the heads of states of China and Iran (not the heads of government) are all the commander in chiefs in those authoritarian 
regimes. China and Iran are authoritarian regimes without direct elections of their heads of state and the data reinforces 
this example of authoritarianism because these heads of states in China and Iran also have the tremendous power of being 
the commander in chiefs in their respective governing systems. This information contrasts with the democratic regime 
(UK) whose unelected head of state (UK monarch) does not have the real power as commander in chief. That table shows 
the real power of UK’s commander in chief is held by the elected head of government (prime minister) which indicates that 
the UK is a more democratic regime than the authoritarian regimes of China and Iran.  
 
C.)  
Information in the table relates to the parliamentary-hybrid system in Russia because Russia has two different individuals 
serving as head of state and head of government. This separation indicates that Russia’s parliamentary-hybrid system is 
also called a semi-presidential system because information indicates Russia’s head of state (President Putin) has real 
governing power over the military as the commander in chief while a separate person (Prime Minister Mishustin) acts as 
the head of government in Russia’s system.  
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Unit 3: Sample Argument Essay 2020 (25 minutes to write; 7 Rubric points; 55% of total score) 
	

Develop an argument that assesses the relationship between social cleavages and a regime’s political legitimacy. 

Use the following course concept in your response:  

- Autonomy 

In your response, you should do the following: 

 Respond to the prompt with a defensible claim or thesis that establishes a line of reasoning using the provided course 
concept. 

Support your claim with at least TWO pieces of specific and relevant evidence from one or more of these countries 
(China, Mexico, Nigeria, Russia, United Kingdom.) The evidence should be relevant to the provided course concept. 

Use reasoning to explain why your evidence supports your claim or thesis, using the provided course concept. 
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APCompGov2020	FRQs	Unit	3	
 
Unit 3 Sample Quantitative Analysis FRQ 2020  (15 minutes to write; 45% of total score) 
	
	

A.) Explain	how	a	pattern	of	data	in	the	
table	relates	to	political	stability	in	
Russia.	
	

B.) Use	data	in	the	table	to	draw	a	
conclusion	about	why	a	political	
scientist	would	look	at	other	empirical	
data	sources	to	study	internal	violence	
in	Mexico.	

 

C.) Use	data	in	the	table	to	explain	how	
the	state	use	of	brute	repression	differs	
between	China	and	Nigeria.	
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3.1: Civil Society Sample Argument Essay 2020  (25 minutes to write; 7 Rubric points; 55% of total score) 
	

Develop an argument that explains whether political participation through voting or through civil society 
groups is the best indicator of a democratic regime. 

Use the following course concept in your response:  

- Democratization 

In your response, you should do the following: 

 Respond to the prompt with a defensible claim or thesis that establishes a line of reasoning using the provided course 
concept. 

Support your claim with at least TWO pieces of specific and relevant evidence from one or more of these countries 
(Mexico, Nigeria, Russia.) The evidence should be relevant to the provided course concept. 

Use reasoning to explain why your evidence supports your claim or thesis, using the provided course concept. 
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3.2 Political Culture Sample Quantitative Analysis FRQ 2020 (15 minutes to write; 45% of total score) 
	
	

A.)	Explain	how	a	pattern	of	data	in	
the	table	demonstrates	
democratization	in	the	United	
Kingdom.	
	
	
	
B.) Using the data in the table, draw a 
conclusion about political culture in 
China. 
 
 
 
C.) Explain how data in the table 
demonstrates civil society in two of the 
listed countries. 
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3.3+3.4 Political Ideologies, Values and Beliefs Sample Quantitative Analysis FRQ 2020  
(15 minutes to write; 45% of total score) 
	

	
A.) Explain how a pattern of data in 
the table demonstrates neoliberalism 
in China. 
	

B.) Using the data in the table, draw 
a conclusion about sovereignty in 
Nigeria. 

 

C.) Explain how data in the table 
relates to power in Russia. 
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3.5: Nature and role of Political Participation Sample Argument Essay 2020    
(25 minutes to write; 7 Rubric points; 55% of total score) 
	

Develop	an	argument	that	explains	whether	political	participation	through	a	referendum	is	effective	at	
establishing	political	legitimacy.	

Use the following course concept in your response:  

- Sources of authority 

In your response, you should do the following: 

 Respond to the prompt with a defensible claim or thesis that establishes a line of reasoning using the provided course 
concept. 

Support your claim with at least TWO pieces of specific and relevant evidence from one or more of these countries 
(Mexico, Russia, United Kingdom.) The evidence should be relevant to the provided course concept. 

Use reasoning to explain why your evidence supports your claim or thesis, using the provided course concept. 
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3.6: Forces that impact Political Participation Sample Argument Essay 2020    
(25 minutes to write; 7 Rubric points; 55% of total score) 
 

Assess	why	an	authoritarian	government	would	allow	informal	political	participation.	

Use	the	following	course	concept	in	your	response:		

- Nation	

In your response, you should do the following: 

 Respond to the prompt with a defensible claim or thesis that establishes a line of reasoning using the provided course 
concept. 

Support your claim with at least TWO pieces of specific and relevant evidence from one or more of these countries 
(Iran, Russia, China.) The evidence should be relevant to the provided course concept. 

Use reasoning to explain why your evidence supports your claim or thesis, using the provided course concept. 
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3.7: Civil Rights and Civil Liberties Sample Argument Essay 2020  
(25 minutes to write; 7 Rubric points; 55% of total score) 

	

Assess	how	a	regime	can	be	placed	on	an	authoritarian/democratic	scale	based	on	the	protection	of	civil	
liberties.		

Use	the	following	course	concept	in	your	response:		

- Civil	Society	

In your response, you should do the following: 

 Respond to the prompt with a defensible claim or thesis that establishes a line of reasoning using the provided course 
concept. 

Support your claim with at least TWO pieces of specific and relevant evidence from one or more of these countries 
(China, Iran, Mexico, Nigeria, Russia, United Kingdom.) The evidence should be relevant to the provided course 
concept. 

Use reasoning to explain why your evidence supports your claim or thesis, using the provided course concept. 
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3.8+3.9 Political and Social Cleavages Sample Quantitative Analysis FRQ 2020    
(15 minutes to write; 45% of total score) 
	
	

A.) Explain	how	a	pattern	of	data	in	the	
table	relates	to	the	state’s	use	of	brute	
repression	in	China.	
	

B.) Using	the	data	in	the	table,	draw	a	
conclusion	about	political	and	social	
cleavages	in	Nigeria.	

 

C.) Explain	how	data	in	the	table	relates	
to	political	stability	in	Russia	and	
Nigeria.	
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Unit 3 Sample Argument Essay 2020   (25 minutes to write; 7 Rubric points; 55% of total score) 
	
Claim+Reason 
Social cleavages can undermine political legitimacy because some social cleavages result in separatist movements in which 
a group seeks autonomy and self rule over a territory that can reduce their peoples’ beliefs in the government’s right to 
rule. If government relies on its population believing in the government’s right to rule inorder to follow governmental 
rules, then autonomy movements by social cleavage groups can undermine the national government’s political legitimacy 
as a group looks to break away from that governing authority. 
 
Evidence+Reason it supports my claim (1) 
Russia is an example of how social cleavages can undermine political legitimacy because in the Chechen Muslim-Russian 
Orthodox social cleavage a significant number of Chechen Muslims in the south Caucasus region of Russia have wanted 
autonomy from Russia’s national government. This separatist movement undermined the national government’s political 
legitimacy in this region because Putin has had to empower a regional authoritarian leader (Ramzam Kadyrov) to control 
the Chechen republic rather than relying on the legitimacy of Russia’s national government to rule there. Thus, Russia’s 
treatment of social cleavages has diminished the legitimacy of Russia’s government in that region. 
 
Evidence+Reason it supports my claim (2) 
Nigeria is an example of how social cleavages can undermine political legitimacy because in their Christian South-Muslim 
North social cleavage a significant number of Muslims in the northern states have wanted autonomy from governmental 
courts in order to empower Sharia courts in northern states. Empowering Sharia courts in northern state undermined the 
political legitimacy of Nigeria’s governmental courts in this region because it indicates that the Muslim population in the 
North prefers to rely on Sharia courts to resolve some legal matters rather than just on governmental courts. Thus, 
Nigeria’s treatment of social cleavages and granting some legal autonomy to religious courts has diminished the legitimacy 
of Nigeria’s governmental courts in northern states. 
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Unit 3 Sample Quantitative Analysis FRQ 2020  (15 minutes to write; 45% of total score) 
	
A.)  
A pattern of data relates to political stability in Russia because, of the countries listed, Russia had the highest index score 
for deaths due to internal armed violence (92.95.) Russia’s score in this category was even higher that Nigeria’s (81.01) 
indicating that Russia’s political stability likely decreased as a result of its inability to reduce violence resulting in deaths 
due to internal armed violence during that time period (2008-2012.) 
 
B.)  
A conclusion could be that a political scientist would look at other empirical data sources to study internal violence in 
Mexico because, according to this data,  Mexico had an index score of 0 for deaths due to internal armed violence. So a 
political scientist would look at other empirical data sources to study internal violence in Mexico because the IVI likely did 
not use violence related to drug trafficking in Mexico as part of index data. So a political scientist would likely look at other 
empirical data sources to study internal violence in Mexico that included violence related to drug trafficking there.  
 
C.)  
According to data in the table, China and Nigeria use brute repression differently because, China uses brute repression to 
a wider degree than Nigeria to reduce violence related to terrorism in separatist regions. This can be seen in the data 
because China has an index score of  32.58 for deaths due to terrorism while Nigeria scores 81.95 in this category. This data 
could indicate that China’s use of brute repression in the form of mass detention and indoctrination camps and technology 
to monitor Uighurs in separatist areas of Xinjiang has resulted in fewer deaths due to terrorism than in Nigeria where the 
government did not use the same level of brute repression as China and had difficulty reducing Boko Haram’s violence 
from 2008 – 2012 as part of its separatist movement. 	  
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3.1: Civil Society Sample Argument Essay 2020  (25 minutes to write; 7 Rubric points; 55% of total score) 
	
Claim+Reason 
Political participation through civil society is the best indicator of a democratic regime because groups that can assemble 
independently and petition a government for changes are vital for democratization. Political participation by voting isn’t 
necessarily the best indicator of a democratic regime because civil society groups are a key part of making sure elections 
are free, fair and open. 
 
Evidence+Reason it supports my claim (1) 
Mexico is a good example of how political participation through civil society groups can be the best indicator of a 
democratic regime because after the 1985 earthquake in Mexico City, civil society groups organized and demanded that the 
PRI government do more to help in the aftermath. Many of these civil society groups became part of a movement that 
demanded meaningful election reforms that led to increased democratization and the defeat of dominant party in Mexico.  
 
Evidence+Reason it supports my claim (2) 
Russia is a good example of how participation through voting is not the best indicator of a democratic regime in Russia. 
Elections are not competitive in Russia and the dominant party (United Russia) is not challenged to be removed from 
power by voting. Political participation through civil society groups can be the best indicator of a democratic regime 
because, if Russia allowed more political participation by civil society groups these groups could demand meaningful 
election reforms that could increase democratization and make participation through voting more meaningful.  
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3.2 Political Culture Sample Quantitative Analysis FRQ 2020 (15 minutes to write; 45% of total score) 
	
A.)  
Democratization includes the expansion of political participation and this is evident in the data because there was more 
than 60% turnout in the last of UK general election and the UK ranks tops on the list with 81% of their citizens signing a 
petition and 2nd on the list with 7% of UK citizens being part of an interest groups.  
 
B.)  
Political Culture includes the history of how people participate in politics and this history is not evident in China because 
China’s data is missing for voting in a national election and signing a petition.  
 
C.)  
Data in the table demonstrates that the UK and Mexico are the listed countries that are most likely to have larger civil 
societies because their citizens are more likely to join groups as indicated that 11% of Mexico’s citizens and 7% of the 
UK’s citizens join interest groups.  
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3.3+3.4 Political Ideologies, Values and Beliefs Sample Quantitative Analysis FRQ 2020 (15 minutes to write; 45% of total) 
	
A.)  
Neoliberalism is the policy of more limited government regulation of the economy to allow more market forces to shape 
economic outcomes and this is evident in the data because China’s per capita GDP grew from about $1,000 to about $9,700 
after it gave up some power to regulate trade policy with its membership in the World Trade Organization.  
 
B.)  
A conclusion that can be made based on the data in the table, is that Nigeria’s per capita GDP rose from $264 (1995) to 
around $2,000 (2018) because Nigeria gave up some sovereignty over its trade policies after joining the World Trade 
Organization.  
 
C.)  
Data in the table relates to power in Russia because the government didn’t have the power or ability of influence in 
Russia’s economy to reverse its economic losses from 2011 – 2018 as evident in Russia’s declining per capita GDP from 
around $14,000 in 2011 to $11,288 in 2018.  
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3.5: Nature + role of Political Participation Sample Argument Essay 2020 (25 minutes to write; 7 Rubric points; 55% of total) 

Claim+Reason 

Political participation through a referendum is not effective at establishing political legitimacy because referendum voters 
can prefer policies that benefit their own self interests rather than policies that benefit the greater good. Political 
participation by referendums is not effective at establishing political legitimacy because  these types of elections are a 
source of authority for the majority of the population and political legitimacy is difficult to establish when the interests of 
the minority are just ignored. In addition, referendums can weaken political legitimacy because some governments have 
found it difficult to enact the will of the people as seen with Brexit.  

Evidence+Reason it supports my claim (1) 

The United Kingdom is a good example of how political participation through a referendum is not effective at establishing 
political legitimacy because the 2016 Brexit vote shows that referendum voters can prefer policies that benefit their own 
self interests rather than policies that benefit the greater good. Policy making on the withdrawal from the EU based on a 
referendum vote was not effective at establishing political legitimacy because  this type of election was a source of authority 
for the majority of the population the preferred withdrawal from the EU, and political legitimacy is difficult to establish 
when ignoring the interests of the minority who wanted to remain in the EU.  

 
Evidence+Reason it supports my claim (2) 
The Brexit referendum in the UK was also an example of how political participation through a referendum is not effective 
at establishing political legitimacy because the UK’s government has had such a difficult time enacting the will of the 
majority to withdraw from the EU. The House of Commons and Parliament are a top source of authority in the UK’s 
government. When Parliament is unable to enact the withdrawal from the EU, political legitimacy in the UK is weakened 
because people view this source of authority as lacking the power to implement a policy preferred by the majority of 
referendum voters.  
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3.6: Forces that impact Political Participation Sample Argument FRQ 2020 (25 minutes to write; 7 Rubric points; 55%) 

Claim+Reason 

An authoritarian government would allow informal political participation because this type of participation can help build 
the bonds of a common nation. Informal political participation can enhance political legitimacy of a regime without the 
risk of holding competitive elections because (it) informal political participation can build a common identity as a nation. 

Evidence+Reason it supports my claim (1) 

China is an authoritarian government that allows some informal political participation such as worker protests against 
foreign business owners because this type of participation can build the bonds of a common nation that is suspicious about 
the motives of foreign investors taking advantage of China’s workers. Informal political participation can enhance political 
legitimacy of China’s government without the government holding competitive elections because this type of informal 
political participation of protests against non-Chinese business owners can build unity among people who identity as a 
nation which can benefit the objectives of China’s authoritarian government. 

Evidence+Reason it supports my claim (2) 
A more authoritarian government like Russia would allow informal political participation like protests to protect the 
Khimki forest from highway construction because this type of protest was viewed as proudly protecting a resource of the 
nation. These protests against a MNC’s construction that could damage a natural resource like this forest that is viewed 
with national pride can enhance political legitimacy of Russia because this is informal political participation that can reveal 
a nation’s beliefs that Russia’s government had to respond to without the risk of holding competitive elections. 
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3.7: Civil Rights and Civil Liberties Sample Argument Essay 2020 (25 minutes to write; 7 Rubric points; 55% of total score) 

Claim+Reason 

A regime can be placed on an authoritarian/democratic scale based on the protection of civil liberties by the degree to 
which a government upholds the rights of civil society groups to assemble and to criticize the government. If a government 
consistently fails to uphold stated civil liberty protections, that country would be more likely to be placed toward the 
authoritarian side of an authoritarian/democratic scale because that regime consistently punishes civil society groups that 
assemble without government permission and criticize the government. 

Evidence+Reason it supports my claim (1) 

China’s regime can be placed as authoritarian on an authoritarian/democratic scale based on its lack of protection of civil 
liberties because of the degree to which China’s government does not uphold the rights of civil society groups to assemble 
and to criticize the government. Since China’s government consistently fails to uphold stated civil liberty protections, 
China would be placed toward the more authoritarian side of an authoritarian/democratic scale because China’s regime 
consistently punishes civil society groups like independent religious groups that assemble without government permission 
and any groups that criticize China’s government and its ruling Communist Party. 

 
Evidence+Reason it supports my claim (2) 
 
Iran’s regime can also be placed as authoritarian on an authoritarian/democratic scale based on not protecting citizens’ 
stated civil liberties because Iran’s government regularly uses coercion  to prevent civil society groups from assembling 
and criticizing the government. Since Iran’s government routinely violates supposedly guaranteed civil liberty protections, 
Iran would be placed toward the more authoritarian side of an authoritarian/democratic scale because Iran’s regime 
punishes civil society groups that gather to criticize Iran’s government and its ruling theocracy such as the Green 
Revolution protests against the 2009 election results.	
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APCompGov2020	FRQs	Unit	3	
	
3.8+3.9: Political and Social Cleavages Sample Quantitative Analysis FRQ 2020  (15 minutes to write; 45% of total score) 
 
A.)  
A pattern of data that relates to the state’s use of brute repression in China is the relatively low index scores of deaths due 
to internal armed conflicts (1.63) and terrorist incidents (16.80.) This pattern of data could reflect China’s use of brute 
repression against Uighur separatists because these relatively low scores could reflect the impact of China’s use of brute 
repression (including strict monitoring, mass detention and indoctrination) to minimize violence by Uighur separatists in 
China.  
 
B.)  
Of the countries listed, Nigeria has the highest index scores for internal armed conflicts (81.01), deaths due to terrorism 
(81.95,) and terrorist incidents (84.73.) A conclusion that could be drawn from this data is that Nigeria struggled to 
minimize violence related to its political and social cleavages because violence by Boko Haram Islamist separatist groups 
toward Christians in Nigeria is reflected in these high index scores of internal violence.  
 
C.)  
Data in the table relates to political stability in Russia and Nigeria because both countries have the highest index scores of 
internal violence of the countries listed with 84.73 for Nigeria and 73.55 for Russia for terrorist incidents. Many acts of 
terrorism within a country can threaten political stability in both Russia and Nigeria because greater political instability 
could result from the governments’ inability to prevent random acts of mass political violence.  
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Unit 4 Sample Argument Essay 2020  (25 minutes to write; 7 Rubric points; 55% of total) 
	

Develop an argument that explains whether political participation through voting or through civil society 
groups is the best indicator of a democratic regime. 

Use the following course concept in your response:  

- Democratization 

In your response, you should do the following: 

 Respond to the prompt with a defensible claim or thesis that establishes a line of reasoning using the provided course 
concept. 

Support your claim with at least TWO pieces of specific and relevant evidence from one or more of these countries 
(Mexico, Nigeria, Russia.) The evidence should be relevant to the provided course concept. 

Use reasoning to explain why your evidence supports your claim or thesis, using the provided course concept. 
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APCompGov2020	FRQs	Unit	4	
 
Unit 4 Sample Quantitative Analysis FRQ 2020 (15 minutes to write; 45% of total score) 
	

A.)	Explain	how	a	pattern	of	data	in	
the	table	relates	to	illiberal	
democracy	in	Russia.	
	
	
B.)	Using	the	data	in	the	table,	draw	
a	conclusion	about	multiparty	
competition	in	Mexico.	
	
	
	
	
C.)	Explain	how	data	in	the	table	
relates	to	democratization	in	
Nigeria.	
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Unit 4 Sample Argument Essay 2020 (25 minutes to write; 7 Rubric points; 55% of total score) 
	
Claim+Reason 
 
Political participation through civil society is the best indicator of a democratic regime because groups that can assemble 
independently and petition a government for changes are vital for democratization. Political participation by voting isn’t 
necessarily the best indicator of a democratic regime because civil society groups are a key part of making sure elections 
are free, fair and open. 
 
Evidence+Reason it supports my claim (1) 
 
Mexico is a good example of how political participation through civil society groups can be the best indicator of a 
democratic regime because after the 1985 earthquake in Mexico City, civil society groups organized and demanded that the 
PRI government do more to help in the aftermath. Many of these civil society groups became part of a movement that 
demanded meaningful election reforms that led to increased democratization and the defeat of dominant party in Mexico.  
 
Evidence+Reason it supports my claim (2) 
 
Russia is a good example of how participation through voting is not the best indicator of a democratic regime in Russia. 
Elections are not competitive in Russia and the dominant party (United Russia) is not challenged to be removed from 
power by voting. Political participation through civil society groups can be the best indicator of a democratic regime 
because, if Russia allowed more political participation by civil society groups these groups could demand meaningful 
election reforms that could increase democratization and make participation through voting more meaningful.  
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Unit 4 Sample Quantitative Analysis FRQ 2020 (15 minutes to write; 45% of total score) 
 
A.)  
A pattern of data that relates to the state’s use of brute repression in China is the relatively low index scores of deaths due 
to internal armed conflicts (1.63) and terrorist incidents (16.80.) This pattern of data could reflect China’s use of brute 
repression against Uighur separatists because these relatively low scores could reflect the impact of China’s use of brute 
repression (including strict monitoring, mass detention and indoctrination) to minimize violence by Uighur separatists in 
China.  
 
B.)  
Of the countries listed, Nigeria has the highest index scores for internal armed conflicts (81.01), deaths due to terrorism 
(81.95,) and terrorist incidents (84.73.) A conclusion that could be drawn from this data is that Nigeria struggled to 
minimize violence related to its political and social cleavages because violence by Boko Haram Islamist separatist groups 
toward Christians in Nigeria is reflected in these high index scores of internal violence.  
 
C.)  
Data in the table relates to political stability in Russia and Nigeria because both countries have the highest index scores of 
internal violence of the countries listed with 84.73 for Nigeria and 73.55 for Russia for terrorist incidents. Many acts of 
terrorism within a country can threaten political stability in both Russia and Nigeria because greater political instability 
could result from the governments’ inability to prevent random acts of mass political violence.  
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Unit 5 Sample Argument Essay 2020 (25 minutes to write; 7 Rubric points; 55% of total score) 
	

Assess the relationship between the decentralization of power and GDP growth rate.  

Use the following course concept in your response:  

- Neoliberalism  

In your response, you should do the following: 

 Respond to the prompt with a defensible claim or thesis that establishes a line of reasoning using the provided course 
concept. 

Support your claim with at least TWO pieces of specific and relevant evidence from one or more of these countries 
(China, Mexico, the United Kingdom.) The evidence should be relevant to the provided course concept. 

Use reasoning to explain why your evidence supports your claim or thesis, using the provided course concept. 
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APCompGov2020	FRQs	Unit	5	
 
Unit 5 Sample Quantitative Analysis FRQ 2020  (15 minutes to write; 45% of total score) 
	
	

	
A.) Explain	how	a	pattern	of	data	
in	the	table	demonstrates	
neoliberalism	in	Nigeria.	
	

B.) Using	the	data	in	the	table,	
draw	a	conclusion	about	Russia’s	
relationship	with	supranational	
organizations.	

 

C.) Explain	how	data	in	the	table	
relates	to	political	legitimacy	in	
China.	
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Unit 5 Sample Argument Essay 2020  (25 minutes to write; 7 Rubric points; 55% of total score) 
	
Claim+Reason 
 
A government’s drive to sustain a healthy GDP growth rate can lead to the decentralization of power because 
neoliberalism often involve the central government giving up some control over economic regulations that allows local 
governments to try to guide economic decisions. This effort to sustain a healthy GDP growth rate can also lead to the 
decentralization of power because citizens might feel more comfortable with local governments controlling more economic 
decisions rather than the central government’s embrace of neoliberalism and supranational organizations.  
 
Evidence+Reason it supports my claim (1) 
 
China is an example of a government that allowed a degree of decentralization of power in order to sustain a healthy GDP 
growth rate because China allowed Communist Party leaders to try different versions of neoliberalism in different regions 
and cities in order for the Communist Party leaders to get promoted in the Communist Party’s hierarchy if this 
decentralized neoliberalism resulted in robust GDP growth rate in those regions and cities. China is a unitary system with 
tremendous policy making power concentrated in its central government, but (before Xi Jinping’s consolidation of power) 
local Communist Party leaders received the decentralized power to implement a variety of neoliberal policies in their 
regions and cities because their success in sustaining GDP growth rates could result in these local leaders gaining more 
prominent positions in the Communist Party.  
 
Evidence+Reason it supports my claim (2) 
 
The United Kingdom is an example of how the effort to sustain a healthy GDP growth rate can also lead to the 
decentralization of power because citizens of the UK felt more comfortable with local governments controlling more 
economic decisions rather than the central government’s embrace of neoliberalism and giving up trade policy powers to 
the European Union. The UK’s 2016 Brexit vote demonstrated that a majority of UK voters were skeptical of their central 
government’s drive to sustain a healthy GDP growth rate through its neoliberal relationship with a supranational org like 
the EU. The Brexit vote led to the decentralization of trade power away from EU officials because UK voters expressed 
preference for economic policy to be made by UK MPs who are more likely to support devolution and more localized 
policies to sustain consistent GDP growth rates. 
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APCompGov2020	FRQs	Unit	5	
	
Unit 5 Sample Quantitative Analysis FRQ 2020 (15 minutes to write; 45% of total score) 
 
A.)  
A pattern of data demonstrates neoliberalism in Nigeria because Nigeria has benefitted from membership in the WTO with 
a growth of $264 GDP per capita when it joined the WTO in 1995 to a $2,028 GDP per capita in 2018. Neoliberalism is the 
policy of more limited government regulation of the economy to allow more market forces to shape economic outcomes and 
this is evident in the data because Nigeria’s per capita GDP in 2018 grew almost 10x from the 1995 level of $264 per capita 
GDP when Nigeria gave up some power to regulate trade policy with its membership in the World Trade Organization. 
 
B.)  
Based on the data in the table, a conclusion about Russia’s relationship with supranational organizations could be that 
Russia did not benefit from its membership in the WTO since its per capita GDP declined from around $14,000 when it 
joined the WTO in 2011 to $11,288 in 2018. The WTO is a supranational organization that forces members to give up some 
governmental controls in order to reduce tariffs and allow more free trade. Russia’s per capita GDP might have declined 
from around $14,000 when it joined the WTO in 2011 to $11,288 in 2018 because Russia might have had difficulty 
competing with increased foreign trade at a time that Russia’s government had to align with the WTO supranational 
organization and face international economic sanctions due to its invasion of Crimea. 
 
C.)  
Without national elections, China’s government attempts to build political legitimacy through strong economic growth. 
Data in the table relates to political legitimacy in China because China’s per capita GDP growth from about $1,000 in 2001 
to about $9,700 in 2018 would indicate the China’s government likely grew in political legitimacy with the help of this 
strong growth of the country’s GDP per capita.  
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APCompGov2020	FRQs	Prep	Week

Prep Week Sample 1 Argument Essay 2020 (25 minutes to write; 7 Rubric points; 55% of total score) 
	

Assess the relationship between an executive branch and the welfare state.  

Use the following course concept in your response:  

- Neoliberalism  

In your response, you should do the following: 

 Respond to the prompt with a defensible claim or thesis that establishes a line of reasoning using the provided course 
concept. 

Support your claim with at least TWO pieces of specific and relevant evidence from one or more of these countries 
(China, Mexico, Russia, United Kingdom.) The evidence should be relevant to the provided course concept. 

Use reasoning to explain why your evidence supports your claim or thesis, using the provided course concept. 
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Prep Week Sample 1 Quantitative Analysis FRQ 2020  (15 minutes to write; 45% of total score) 
	

	
A.) Explain	how	a	pattern	of	data	in	
the	table	relates	to	political	stability	
in	Russia.	
	

B.) Using	the	data	in	the	table,	draw	
a	conclusion	about	democratization.	

 

C.) Explain	how	data	in	the	table	
relates	to	political	legitimacy	in	
Mexico	and	Nigeria.	
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Unit 5 Sample 1 Argument Essay 2020  (25 minutes to write; 7 Rubric points; 55% of total score) 
	
Claim+Reason 
 
An executive branch’s implementation of neoliberalism can undermine a country’s welfare state because an executive 
branch that embraces policies of neoliberalism is often committed to less government control and spending on social 
welfare spending in favor of free market forces driving up economic growth.  A country’s welfare state can be 
weakened when an executive branch implements policies of neoliberalism, because the government is often trying to 
allow free market forces to replace components of the welfare state.  
 
Evidence+Reason it supports my claim (1) 
 
China is an example of how an executive branch’s implementation of neoliberalism can undermine a country’s welfare 
state because China’s executive branch embraced policies of neoliberalism such as the Special Economic Zones to 
reduce the government’s commitment to providing so many social welfare programs as part of the Iron Rice Bowl 
guarantees for workers in China’s state-owned industries. China’s Iron Rice Bowl social welfare programs were 
weakened when China’s executive branch implemented policies of neoliberalism such as foreign direct investment in 
industries because the government was trying to allow free market forces to replace pricey components of China’s 
welfare state.  
 
Evidence+Reason it supports my claim (2) 
 
The United Kingdom is an example of how an executive branch’s implementation of neoliberalism can undermine a 
country’s welfare state because when PM Thatcher had the UK’s  executive branch embrace policies of neoliberalism 
this was meant to reduce governmental control and social welfare spending on guaranteed wages and employment 
benefits in the UK’s nationalized industries at the time.  The UK’s welfare state was weakened when Thatcher and the 
executive branch implemented policies of neoliberalism, because the government was trying to allow free market forces 
to replace components of the welfare state such as promoting home ownership rather than the provision of government 
housing. 
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Prep Week Sample 1 Quantitative Analysis FRQ 2020 (15 minutes to write; 45% of total score) 
 
A.)  
A pattern of data relates to political stability in Russia because, of the countries listed, Russia had an overall trend of 
declining Corruption Perception Index score from 2001-2016. Russia’s Corruption Perception Index score trended 
down from 2001 (above 35) to 2016 (around 30) indicating that Russia’s population tended to see corruption influencing 
its government more from 2001-2016 that could weaken political stability in Russia since their citizens perceive that the 
population doesn’t need to follow laws since there is a double standard for those who use illegal influence. Citizens not 
obeying basic laws because of a perception of corruption can weaken political stability. 
 
B.)  
A conclusion could be that democratization leads to improved perception about corruption because, according to this 
data, both Mexico and Nigeria —which both moved toward democratizing since 2001— had trends of their index scores 
of the Perception of Corruption that improved from 2001-2016. So a conclusion could be that as a country democratizes 
with more competitive elections this can lead to  improved perceptions that their government is less corrupt since 
Mexico’s index score improved from around 24 in 2001 to around 29 in 2016 and Nigeria’s improved from around 10 in 
2001 to around 28 in 2016. 
 
C.)  
Both the governments of Mexico and Nigeria could have enhanced political legitimacy and belief by citizens in the 
government’s right to rule because, according to the data, both Mexico and Nigeria had trends of their index scores of 
the Perception of Corruption that improved from 2001-2016. So political legitimacy could be enhanced as citizens 
believe their government is not as influenced by illegal actions, and this could be evident in Nigeria and Mexico because 
Mexico’s corruption perception index score improved from around 24 in 2001 to around 29 in 2016 and Nigeria’s 
improved from around 10 in 2001 to around 28 in 2016.  
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Prep Week Sample 2 Argument Essay 2020 (25 minutes to write; 7 Rubric points; 55% of total score) 
	
Note:	The	AP	Live	recorded	version	(5/7/2020)	of	this	answer	included	China	as	an	example	even	
though	it	was	not	listed	as	a	country	that	evidence	could	be	provided	from.	That	version	would	have	
only	earned	4/7	points	as	3	points	could	not	be	awarded	for	a	country	not	listed.	This	example,	with	
Russia	replacing	China,	is	the	most	correct	version	of	the	sample	answer	for	this	Argument	Essay.	

Claim and Reason this claim works 

An authoritarian regime is better than a democratic regime at maintaining sovereignty because an authoritarian 
regime is less concerned about building political legitimacy with the uncertainty that could result from competitive 
elections. Sovereignty is a government’s power to rule and govern within its territory. An authoritarian regime is 
better at maintaining this sovereign power because an authoritarian regime doesn’t hold competitive elections to 
build legitimacy and the citizens’ belief that the government has the right to rule. Thus, an authoritarian regime is 
better able to maintain sovereignty and not risk its grip on power with possibly uncertain results of competitive 
elections. 

Evidence 1 and Reason this supports my claim 

Russia’s authoritarian regime is better than a democratic regime at maintaining sovereignty because Russia’s 
authoritarian regime is more concerned with building legitimacy through the strength and control by President Putin 
and his allies and less concerned about building political legitimacy with the uncertainty that could result from 
competitive elections. Even though Russia regularly holds national elections for president and the Duma, Russia is 
categorized more as an authoritarian regime than a democracy because Russia’s governmental leaders don’t allow 
elections to be competitive to be used to unseat Putin and his party (United Russia) from power. Thus, Russia is 
better able to maintain sovereignty without the risk of losing power that could come from possibly uncertain results 
of competitive elections. 
	

Evidence 2 and Reason this supports my claim 

Iran is an authoritarian regime and is better than a democratic regime at maintaining sovereignty because Iran’s 
theocracy tries to build political legitimacy with the rule of leaders of Shia Islam rather than from competitive 
elections that could challenge these leaders’ hold on sovereign power. Iran’s authoritarian regime emphasizes that 
its theocracy is intended to maintain sovereignty so that the Supreme Leader can guide the government toward laws 
that uphold Shia Islam. While Iran holds national elections for president and its national legislature, these elections 
are not competitive as the Guardian Council prohibits any candidate who might challenge the theocracy’s sovereign 
power to rule. Thus, Iran is an authoritarian regime is that is better able to maintain sovereignty and not risk its grip 
on power with possibly uncertain results of competitive elections. 
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Prep Week Sample 2 Quantitative Analysis FRQ 2020  (15 minutes to write; 45% of total score) 
	
	
A.)	
	
A trend from the data about Iran is that the proportion of seats held by women in Iran’s national legislature stayed 
below 5% (the lowest of any country on the graph) between 2004 and 2016. A reason that the proportion of seats 
held by women in Iran’s national legislature stayed below 5% (the lowest of any country listed on the graph) 
between 2004 and 2016 is because Iran’s Guardian Council vets candidates for the national legislature (Majles) so 
that no candidate who opposes Iran’s theocracy or gender discrimination laws is allowed to even run for legislature. 
This vetting process by the Guardian Council is a reason why the proportion seats held by women on Iran’s Majles 
under 5% for 2004-2016.  
	

B.) 	

A conclusion that can be drawn from this data is that since the proportion of seats held by women in Iran’s national 
legislature stayed below 5% (the lowest of any country on the graph) between 2004 and 2016, this would indicate 
that Iran is an authoritarian regime because of the way Iran’s Guardian Council prevents any real competition in 
their national election. Iran’s authoritarianism prevents any moderates opposed to rulers of the regime from being 
elected to challenge the regime’s authority as elected officials, and this includes preventing many women who want 
an end to Iran’s gender discrimination policies from running for the Majles as the data indicates with the lowest 
percentage of women in the national legislature of the five countries listed on the graph. Since Iran’s constitution 
claims the theocratic leaders must guide the policies to fit the principles of Shia Islam, the result is a low % of 
women serving in the legislature (as seen in the graph) indicating that Iran is an authoritarian regime.  
 
 
C.)  
	
While the proportion of women who have served on Iran’s Majles has been under 5% from 2004-2016, the 
proportion of women in Mexico’s national legislature rose from above 20% in 2004 to almost 45% by 2018 (the 
highest of any country listed on the graph.) The proportion of seats held by women in the national legislature differs 
in Iran and Mexico because, while Iran has the Guardian Council prevent candidates –including many women—
from seeking legislative office if they oppose Iran’s theocracy or gender discrimination laws, Mexico actually has 
implemented different versions of a gender quota rule so that political parties are required to seek women as 
candidates and legislative representatives. So the proportion of seats held by women in the national legislature 
differs in Iran and Mexico because Iran’s government uses methods to prevent many women from seeking office 
while Mexico’s government uses rules to promote a higher percentage of women to serve in the legislature.  
	


